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Arabian chieftains, by gifts. Omar, the second Caliph,
would have insured his authority and checked their law-
lessness by casting them into prison. Whereas 'AH, from
purely chivalrous motives, left them to their own devices
without, however, in his contempt for what he had con-
demned in another as self-seeking generosity, bribing
them to keep the peace. And so Telha and Zobeir
escaping from Medina, fled, and raised the standard of
revolt in Assyria. The Prophet's widow, Ayeshah, the
implacable enemy of JAlf, accompanied them, and was
present at the battle in which the Caliph, at the head of
twenty-nine thousand men, defeated the enemy, and in
which the rebel leaders were slain. This battle was called
the Day of the Camel: for, "in the heat of the action,
seventy men, who held the bridle of Ayeshah's camel,
were successively killed or wounded; and the cage or
litter in which she sat was struck with javelins and darts
like the quills of a porcupine." Ayeshah was reproached
by the victorious 'Alf, and then sent under escort to
Medina where she lived to the end of her days at her
husband's tomb.

Meanwhile, Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, had
assumed the title of Caliph and won the support of the
Syrians and the interest of the house of Ommiyah, and
against him 'All now marched. Mounted on a piebald
horse, and wielding his two-edged sword with terrific
effect, he literally ploughed his way through the ranks of
the Syrians, crying out at every stroke of the blade, " God
is victorious/' In the course of the night in which the
battle raged he was heard to repeat "that tremendous ex-
clamation " four hundred times. Nothing save flight would
have saved his enemies, had not the crafty Moawiyah ex-
posed on the foremost lances the sacred books of the Kuran,
thus turning the pious zeal of his opponents against them-